PY), The holiday season is here, and so is Tampa’s Winter Village ice rink. 1 
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FLORIDA JOBS 
BOUNCE BACK 
AFTER IRMA 


The state adds 125,300 jobs 
in October, showing that 
the hit it took after the hur- 
ricane was not long-lived. 
The number almost allowed 
the state to break even from 
the 127,400 jobs it lost in 
September. The unemploy- 
ment rate is down to 3.6 
percent, which is the lowest 
since February 2007. Tampa 
Bay's unemployment rate 
held steady at 3.3 percent. 
Local, 1B 


CentCom cloud 
data not secure 


A California-based 
cybersecurity firm is able 

to access nearly 2 billion 
Internet posts that were col- 
lected through a program 
since 2009 and stored on 
the Amazon Web Server. 
The firm also discovered 
passwords and other poten- 
tially sensitive information. 
Local, 1B 


Home construction 
kicks into gear 


The building of new homes 
climbs13.7 percent in 
October, which is the big- 
gest jump ina year. There 
are more apartments and 
single-family homes being 
built, but there’s still a 
growing shortage of 
existing homes for sale. 
Business, 3B 


Get the celebrity 
winners and losers 


We've got your one-stop 
shop for the latest news 
on Taylor Swift and Kim 
Kardashian, plus baby 
announcements and 
engagements. Etc, 2B 


‘The heartbeat’ 
of the Lightning 


Forward Brayden Point may 
fly under the radar during 
Tampa Bay's 15-2-2 start to 
the season, but if you ask 
his teammates or opposing 
coaches they'll tell you that 
the 21-year-old is a key cog 
on the team with the NHL's 
best record. Sports, 1C 


More humid 


a a a 
8am. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
61° 74° 76° 70° 

0% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


»2 
Get up and go 


Itching for some- 
(u thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 


going on? Worry not. We 
give you the rundown on 
local events at tampabay. 


com/things-to-do. 
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Bucs QB denies groping 


An Uber driver tells BuzzFeed that Winston 
grabbed her. The NF Lis investigating the claim. 


BY RICK STROUD AND GREG AUMAN 
Times Staff Writers 

TAMPA — The NFL is inves- 
tigating an allegation that Bucs 
quarterback Jameis Winston 
groped a female Uber driver in 
Arizona in March 2016. 

Winston called the allegation 
false and contested the unnamed 
female driver’s assertion that he 
was her only passenger, suggest- 
ing someone else was in the pas- 
senger seat. 


The driver told BuzzFeed 
News that when she arrived at a 
party scene in downtown Scotts- 
dale around 2 a.m., a group of 
men told her that she would be 
transporting Winston. The men 
put Winston in the front passen- 
ger seat, and he was the only pas- 
senger, the report says. 

While in the drive-through 
at a Mexican restaurant, Win- 
ston “reached over and he just 
grabbed my crotch” and kept his 


hand there for “three to five sec- 
onds,’ the driver said. Accord- 
ing to the report, he removed his 
hand only when she looked up in 
shock and said, “What’s up with 
that?” 

The Tampa Bay Times lis- 
tened to a voicemail from Uber 
to Winston informing him that 
his account had been placed on 
hold pending an investigation 
into “inappropriate behavior.” 

“Hi Jameis, this is Chris call- 


A matter of trust 


The issue for Winston's future in 
Tampa Bay is that he has a past, 
Martin Fennelly writes. Sports, 1 


ing from the Uber office,” accord- 
ing to acall that a Times reporter 
listened to Friday. “I’m following 
up on a report we had from one 
of your recent trips where you or 
someone in the vehicle with you 
had some inappropriate behav- 
ior. I just want to follow up and 
get some more information on 
that.” 

Uber confirmed to the Times 
» See WINSTON, 13A 


Getty Images 
Quarterback Jameis Winston 
denies the unnamed female 


driver’s allegation that he was 
the only passenger in the car. 


Holidays, upsized 


The eight-minute show, Christmas at Hogwarts Castle, at Universal’s Islands of 


Photos by JIM DAMASKE | Times 


Bittel 
out over 
bawdy 
actions 


The state Democratic 
Party chairman was 
accused of “creepy” 
behavior to women. 


BY PATRICIA MAZZEI 
Miami Herald 

Stephen Bittel’s rocky ten- 
ure as Florida Democratic Party 
chairman ended in disgrace Fri- 
day when he resigned after accu- 
sations from women that he 
leered at them, made suggestive 
comments and created an unpro- 
fessional work environment. 

“When my 
personal situ- 
ation becomes 
distracting to 
our core mis- 


Adventure will run nightly, starting today. Projection imaging depicts students » sion of electing 
on brooms appearing to enchant snowmen and fills the sky with bright lights. z Democrats and 

Theme park holidays making Flor- 

Busch Gardens: Christmas Town is ida better, it 
Theme parks go open 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday through is time for me Democratic 

1 1 Zy TW 7 Nov. 25 and select nights through to step aside,” candidates 

big and glit th Dec. 31. The new Three Kings Celebra- Bittel said ina called for 
Christmas extras tion with Latin traditions runs from 10 statement. “I Stephen 


am proud of Bittel’s ouster. 
what we have 

built as a Party and the wins we 
have had for Florida families, but 
I apologize for all who have felt 
uncomfortable during my tenure 
at the Democratic Party.” 

Elected in January after a con- 
tentious internal campaign, Bit- 
tel lasted less than a year on the 
job. His departure marks the lat- 
est case of sexual impropriety 
shaking the state Capitol. 

Bittel’s position became unten- 
able after all four major Demo- 
cratic candidates for Florida 
governor urged his ouster follow- 
ing a Politico Florida report late 
Thursday in which six women 


a.m.-8 p.m. Jan.1-6. Both are included 
with admission. $99, $79 ages 3-9, 

2 and younger free. (888) 800-5447. 
buschgardens.com. 


Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas 
Party: Disney's after-hours Christmas 
celebration is a separate ticket of 
$89-$109, $84-$104 children. Open 
from 7 p.m.-midnight on select nights 
through Dec. 22. Magic Kingdom. 
(407) 934-7639. disneyworld.disney. 
go.com. 


Universal Orlando: The newly 
revamped parade is in Universal 
Studios, as are concerts on select 
nights by Mannheim Steamroller. 
Grinchmas and the Hogwarts Castle 
show are in Islands of Adventure. 
Each park has decorated Harry Pot- 


BY SHARON KENNEDY WYNNE 
Times Staff Writer 

ORLANDO — Christmas has finally 
come to Hogwarts at Universal Orlando 
in a new holiday attraction opening 
today. In addition, Universal Studios has 
completely upsized its holiday parade 
with more Macy’s balloons, stunning 
floats and snowy effects before Santa and 
his new sleigh enter for a finale. 

Things are getting flashier and glitz- 
ier — and just more — at virtually every 
major Florida attraction this Christmas. 
For Florida residents, that means extra 
sleigh bells and whistles between now 
and mid-December, a chance to beat the 
crowds that will mob the parks come 


Universal Studios added new balloons 
and floats to its nightly parade. 


Christmas week. Michael Aiello left zombies behind to don ande The parade and Eipenuarts anonymously complained about 
And we have the horrors of Halloween an itchy maroon sweater with a big white ShoN fan Ai Me rouh ee 6 Bittel’s behavior. They said he was 
to thank for it. R, just like the one Ron Weasley’s mother ae g ter “creepy” and “demeaning.” Bittel 


Included with admission. One-park 
admission starts at $110. Park-to-park 
tickets start at $165. Kids get a $5 dis- 
count. 1-800-837-2273. 
universalorlando.com. 


apologized, but it was not enough. 

Vice chairwoman Judy Mount, 
the former head of the Jackson 
County Democratic Executive 
Committee, will serve as the par- 
ty’s interim chief and then seek 
the position permanently. Tampa 
» See BITTEL, 13A 


knitted. He unveiled what his team came 
» See HOLIDAYS, 10A 


Fresh off the hit Halloween Horror 

Nights at Universal, creative director 

© More Hogwarts Castle, holiday parade 
k 


See images of Universal Studios’ bigger and better parade, featuring 
13 new giant balloons. tampabay.com/photos/ 


Early numbers show record Obamacare sign-ups 


LOREN ELLIOTT | Times 
USF navigator Sandra Wells, right, assists Tampa resident 
Lourdes Castellano during a free community outreach and 
enrollment event Wednesday at the University of South Florida. 


Tampa Bay advocates 
say the first 11 days 
have been very busy. 


BY JUSTINE GRIFFIN 
Times Staff Writer 

Despite the budget cuts, the 
attempts to repeal and replace, 
and reports of sharp rises in pre- 
miums, Floridians and other 
Americans are signing up for 
health insurance under the 
Affordable Care Act at record 
rates this year. 


Enrollment has surged 47 per- 
cent over this point last year in 
the 39 states with federal health 
care exchanges, according to the 
Centers for Medicare and Med- 
icaid Services. About 1.5 million 
people across the country have 
signed up through healthcare. 
gov in the first 11 days of the six- 
week enrollment period for 2018. 
That includes the 876,788 con- 
sumers who purchased insur- 
ance during the second week of 
the period, Nov. 5-11. 

Compare that to the just over 


1 million people who signed up 
for Obamacare during the first 12 
days of enrollment last year. 

In the Tampa Bay area, health 
care “navigators” say they are 
seeing more consumers than 
ever. 

“Weve been very, very busy,” 
said Melanie Hall, executive 
director of the Family Health- 
care Foundation in Tampa, one 
of the government-funded non- 
profits that helps people navigate 
the system and sign up for cov- 
erage on the Florida exchange, 


the nation’s largest ACA market- 
place. “What’s great is the word 
is getting out and people aren’t 
waiting until the last minute to 
sign up.” 

Navigators at the University of 
South Florida have been so busy 
that they’ve been adding more 
slots than anticipated for sched- 
uled appointments this week, 
said Jodi Ray, the director of 
USF’s navigator program, Flor- 
ida Covering Kids & Families. 

“Our phones have been ringing 
» See HEALTH CARE, 12A 


